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The Killam Program 


The Killam awards of the Canada Council are 
intended to support scholars of exceptional ability 
engaged in research projets of outstanding merit. 


The Killam awards have been made possible through 
a bequest of Mrs. Dorothy J. Killam and through a 
gift made by Mrs. Killam before her death. 


Three categories of awards are offered under the 
Killam Program: 


e 1. W. Killam Memorial Scholarships in Science, 
Engineering and Medicine 


e Research Fellowships 


e Research Associateships 


“My purpose in establishing the Killam trust is to help 
in the building of Canada’s future by encouraging 
advanced studies. Thereby | hope to increase the 
scientific and scholastic attainments of Canadians, 
to develop and expand the work of Canadian uni- 
versities and to promote sympathetic understanding 
between Canadians and the people of other coun- 
tries”. 


Dorothy J. Killam 


Changes in the Killam Program, 1978-79 

As a result of a review carried out in 1977-78, the 
Canada Council has revised the Killam Program. Be- 
ginning in the 1978-79 competition, the Killam funds 
will be used almost exclusively to provide income 
support for scholars and scientists of outstanding 
promise or attainment. Award holders are now ex- 
pected to obtain funds for their research costs from 
other sources, such as the operating grants program 
of the Medical Research Council and Natural Sciences 
and Engineering Research Council or the research 
grants program of the Social Sciences and Human- 
ities Research Council. 


The principal object of this change is to use the 
Killam funds to complement research support already 
available. It is also hoped that the program will faci- 
litate the continuing entry of new and able young 
scholars and scientists into Canadian universities — 
indirectly, by providing salary replacement for 
established scholars to release them from teaching 
and administrative duties, and more directly, by 
offering longer term research associateships for 
younger scholars of promise. 


Scholars who currently hold Killam scholarships 
and intend to apply for renewal of their award may 
do so according to the terms governing their current 
scholarship. 
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The Izaak Walton Killam Memorial Scholarships 


in Science, Engineering and Medicine 


These scholarships reflect the interest of Mrs. Dorothy 
J. Killam in science, engineering and medicine. They 
are intended as awards of high prestige to honour 
and assist distinguished Canadian scholars actively 
engaged in research, whether in industry, govern- 
ment agencies, universities, or elsewhere. 


There will be up to three awards a year, for science, 
engineering and medicine. Inter-or cross-disciplinary 
research within these three broad fields is also eli- 
gible for consideration. 


Projects in or related to the humanities or social 
sciences are not eligible. 


It is expected that research will be the primary activ- 
ity of scholarship holders, though they may under- 
take such teaching or other duties as are compatible 
with the research. 


Eligible candidates 

Only Canadian citizens are eligible. The scholarships 
are tenable in Canada, but this does not preclude 
travel abroad that is incidental and necessary to the 
research. 


Nomination procedure 

Candidates do not apply for |. W. Killam Memorial 
Scholarships on their own behalf; they must be nomi- 
nated by experts in their respective fields. Nomi- 
nations must be received by the Killam Program by 
October 1. 


Nominees are contacted by the staff of the Killam 
Program and are asked to provide the following: 


° a letter indicating willingness to stand for the 
award; 


° a curriculum vitae, including a list of publi- 
cations; 


e a brief description of the research to be under- 
taken during tenure of the scholarship; 


° a letter of endorsement from the principal 
officer of the nominee’s institution. 


Successful candidates are chosen by the Killam 
Selection Committee, subject to confirmation by the 
Canada Council. Candidates are informed of the 
recommendations of the Killam Selection Committee 
at the end of February of the next year. 


Value 

The scholarship provides $40,000 for one year. 
Although the award is intended as salary replace- 
ment, the recipient is free to use the funds as desired. 
There are no restrictions on the accumulation of 
other income or awards. 


Payment of the scholarship 

Awards are normally paid in three equal instalments 
to the university or institution with which the reci- 
pient is associated, to be disbursed according to his 
requirements. 


Final report 

A final report of progress must be submitted to the 
Council within six months after termination of the 
award. 
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Award holders are asked to acknowledge assistance 
from the Killam Program of the Canada Council in 
any publication resulting from a scholarship. 


Previous scholarships 

It may be of interest to nominators to know of 
previous recipients of the |. W. Killam Memorial 
Scholarship: 

Bernard Belleau, McGill University: Chemistry 

Ben Bernholtz, University of Toronto: Engineering 
Myer Bloom, University of British Columbia: Physics 
Pierre Deslongchamps, University of Sherbrooke: 
Chemistry 

Herbert Gush, University of British Columbia: Physics 
Donald O. Hebb, McGill University: Psychology 
David H. MacLennan, University of Toronto: 
Biochemistry 

Louis J. Poirier, Laval University: Medicine 

John C. Polanyi, University of Toronto: Chemistry 
Camille Sandorfy, University of Montreal: 
Biochemistry 

Hans Selye, University of Montreal: Medicine 

Boris P. Stoicheff, University of Toronto: Physics 
Endel Tulving, University of Toronto: Psychology 


Killam Research Fellowships 


Research Fellowships are offered on a competitive 
basis to support researchers in any of the following 
broad fields: 


e humanities 





® social sciences 
e natural sciences 
e ~=medicine 

e engineering 


e studies linking any of the disciplines within 
these broad fields. 


The Canada Council does not wish to define priorities 
or to exclude any areas of research at this time. 


The purpose of a Research Fellowship is to provide 
released time to an individual scholar who wishes 
to pursue independent research. The fellowship is 
awarded to an individual. Application must be made 
by an individual, and not by an institution or organi- 
zation. 


The applicant must have a coherent project with 

a Clearly stated objective and a well-defined plan for 
reaching that objective, but is expected to obtain 
funds for research costs from other sources. The 
award is not intended as a subsidy for the overall 
research or teaching program of a department, insti- 
tute or centre, and is not offered for work undertaken 
as part of anormal program of studies leading to 

a degree. 








Killam Research Fellowships cannot be offered to 
all worthy applicants, but only to those who, in the 
opinion of the Killam Selection Committee, are out- 
standing. In previous Killam competitions approxi- 
mately 10 to 15 per cent of the applicants have 
received fellowships. 


Eligible candidates 

Although Research Fellowships are designed prima- 
rily to meet the needs of career scholars in Canadian 
universities, private scholars and researchers not 
employed by a university may qualify if their pro- 
posals meet scholarly standards as to the merit of the 
project and the competence of the applicant. 


Whenever possible, the research should be con- 
ducted within a university or research institute which 
has given an adequate indication of its interest in 

the applicant’s project and its willingness to provide 
basic facilities and other forms of assistance. If the 
scholar is a Canadian citizen, the award may be used 
for research in Canada and elsewhere. Fellowships 
granted to applicants who are landed immigrants 

but not Canadian citizens can be used only in 
Canada. 


The awards are offered in the expectation that 
scholars will continue to contribute to the Canadian 
academic community on completion of their project, 
and accordingly, they are offered only to permanent 
residents of Canada. 


A landed immigrant must present evidence of his 
intention to stay in Canada after the period covered 
by the award; if he is a faculty member at a Canadian 
university, a statement from the university that he 
has a firm appointment is required. 


Length of tenure 

The Killam Program will consider requests for fellow- 
ship support extending over an initial period of up 

to two years. A full report of activities must accom- 
pany requests for renewed support of the second 
year, which will be considered in competition with 
new applications. 


Value 

Research Fellowships provide full or partial salary 
replacement, including the costs of fringe benefits 
usually paid by the university. 


If the award holder combines research with teaching 
duties, the university is expected to provide a 
portion of salary and fringe benefits commensurate 
with the proportion of time devoted to teaching. The 
university is also expected to relieve award holders 
of all administrative responsibilities. 


Support for research and laboratory costs must be 
obtained from other sources. 


Payment of the fellowship 
Awards are normally paid to the university or institu- 
tion with which the award holder is associated. 


Funds may be paid directly to a private scholar. 





How to apply 

Requests must be submitted on Killam Research 
Fellowship application forms. Letters or briefs will 
not be accepted in lieu of properly completed 
application forms. 


The head of the applicant’s institution or an author- 
ized delegate must sign the application to indicate 
the institution’s awareness of the research and its 
willingness to administer the award according to the 
terms set out by the Killam Program. 


Application forms may be obtained at the universities 
or from the Canada Council. 


On the campus, from the 


e Dean of Graduate Studies 
e ~—— Registrar 


e Research Administration Office; 


or from 


Killam Program 

The Canada Council 
P.O. Box 1047 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1P 5V8 


Closing date for applications 

The Killam Research Fellowship competition is held 
once a year. The deadline for applications is October 1. 
Applicants are informed of the results of the com- 
petition at the end of February of the next year. 


Selection procedures 

Applications for Killam Research Fellowships are 
sent for critical assessment to specialists chosen for 
their expertise in the area of research presented in 
the proposal. They are then scrutinized and appraised 
according to their relative merit by a special com- 
mittee composed of eminent scholars. 


In some cases, applicants are asked to come to 
Ottawa for an interview with the Killam Selection 
Committee. The recommendations of the Killam 
Committee must be confirmed by the Canada 
Council. 





Killam Research Associateships 


Research Associateships are intended to encourage 
young scholars to combine the gradual development 
of a research project with some teaching duties. They 
are offered on a competitive basis in any of the 
sciences, the humanities or the social sciences, as 
well as in medicine or engineering. Inter- or cross- 
disciplinary research within or combining any of 
these broad areas is also eligible for consideration. 


Eligible candidates 

Both Canadian citizens and landed immigrants in 
Canada are eligible to apply. Landed immigrants 
must have completed their doctoral studies in 
Canada; Canadian citizens may have completed 
their doctoral studies in Canada or elsewhere. 


Individuals who already have a permanent appoint- 
ment to a Canadian university or research institute 
are not eligible to apply for Research Associateships. 


Tenure 

The awards are granted for an initial period of two 
years, beginning any time between April 1 and 
September 1 following the closing date for applica- 
tions, with the possibility of renewal for one or 

two more years. 


Research Associateships may be held only at 
Canadian institutions. Applicants are expected to 
make an affiliation arrangement with a university or 
research institute, securing a staff appointment at 
the level of assistant professor or a comparable level, 
for the duration of the award. 


Award holders are expected to make research their 
primary activity, although they may devote up to 
one-third of their time to teaching. 


Value 

The award provides a stipend equal to an assistant 
professor’s salary at the host institution, up to a maxi- 
mum of $20,000, as well as fringe benefits normally 
paid by the institution. 


The award also includes the cost of travel of the 
associate and immediate dependents to the place 
of tenure, when applicable, and up to $1,500 for 
research travel and other research costs. 


The host institution is expected to provide space, 
research facilities and all office and research equip- 
ment, as well as a portion of salary and fringe bene- 
fits commensurate with the proportion of time the 
award holder devotes to teaching. 


Killam research associates may not accept any addi- 
tional remuneration from other sources. 


How to apply 

Applications must be submitted through the host 
institution before October 1 for the annual compe- 
tition. Letters or briefs will not be accepted in lieu of 
properly completed application forms. 


The head of the host institution or an authorized 
delegate must sign the application to indicate the 
institution’s awareness of the research and its willing- 
ness to administer the award according to the terms 
set out by the Killam Program. 
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Each applicant must also arrange for letters of 
reference to be sent directly to the Killam Program 
by two referees. 


Application forms may be obtained at the universities 
or from the Canada Council. 


On the campus, from the 
® Dean of Graduate Studies 
e ~—- Registrar 


e Research Administration office; 


or from 


Killam Program 

The Canada Council 
P.O. Box 1047 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1P 5V8 


Adjudication procedures 

Applications are reviewed by a special committee 
composed of eminent scholars representing various 
disciplines. The Killam Selection Committee’s recom- 
mendations must be confirmed by the Canada 
Council. 


Applicants are informed of the results of the compe- 
tition at the end of February of the next year. 


The Canada Council 


The Canada Council, created by an Act of Parliament 
in 1957, promotes the arts mainly through a program 
of grants. The Council also shares responsibility for 
Canada’s cultural relations with other countries and 
maintains the Canadian Commission for Unesco. 

Its past responsibilities toward the humanities and 
social sciences were assumed by the Social Sciences 
and Humanities Research Council in April 1978, but 

it continues to administer the Killam Program, which 
is funded privately. 


The Council sets its own policies and makes its own 
decisions within the terms of the Canada Council Act. 
It reports to Parliament through the Secretary of 
State and appears before the Standing Committee 

on Broadcasting, Films and Assistance to the Arts. 


The Canada Council itself consists of a Chairman, 
Vice-Chairman and 19 other members, all of whom 
are appointed by the Government of Canada. It meets 
four or five times a year in Ottawa, where the Canada 
Council offices are located. The Council is assisted 
by a permanent staff and by numerous outside ad- 
visers, consulted individually or in juries and com- 
mittees. It receives assistance in developing its 
policies and programs from the Advisory Arts Panel. 


An annual grant from Parliament is the Council’s 
most important source of income, augmented by 
income from the Endowment Fund established by 
Parliament in 1957. The Council has also received 
substantial amounts in private donations and 
bequests for specific purposes. 
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